From the Commentary of al-Qurtubi on Quran 17:1¢
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Praise to Him who made His servant to travel by night from the mosque of sanctuary to the furthest mosque,
whose surroundings We have blessed
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to show him of Our signs; indeed it is He who is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing

In relation to this there are eight questions:
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As for the first question — it is was the isra” [the night journey, the causing of one to travel by night] by his spirit
or his body; in respect of this differ the salaf [the forebears — the immediate generations of the Prophet, or in
some opinions the early Muslims and scholars of the first 300 years] and the khalaf [the successors — the later
generation of scholars],
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and a faction hold the view that it is an isra” of the spirit, and his person did not leave his place of resting, and
that it was a ru’ya [vision] in which he saw
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the verities, and the ru’ya of the prophets is a truth. Mu‘awiyya and °Aisha held this view, and it is told of al-
Hasan and Ibn Ishaq.
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And a faction said, “The isra’ was of the awakened body to bayt al-magdis [Jerusalem, Temple of Jerusalem],
and to heaven by spirit; and they advance the argument by the saying of
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the Exalted One, ‘Praise to Him who made His servant to travel by night from the mosque of sanctuary to the
furthest mosque’ and He has rendered
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al-masjid al-’agsa [the furthest mosque] the ultimate destination of the isra’: And they say, “Were the isra’ by
his body to more than al-masjid al-’agsa

“ Translation by Muhammad Al-Hussaini
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He would have recalled it, and indeed it used to be the ultimate in praiseworthiness”. And the majority of the
salaf and the Muslims hold the opinion that it was an isra’ of the body
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and in awakenedness, and that he mounted a/-Buraq [the beast upon which the Prophet undertook the isra’] in
Makkah, and arrived at bayt al-maqdis and prayed therein, then was caused to undertake the isra” of his body.
And in respect of
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this demonstrates the account which we have indicated and the aya [verse of the Quran]. And in relation to the
isra’ of his body and the state of his awakenedness it is not impossible, and
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and there has not been interpretation equal in the evidence and the truth except the impossible, and if it were in
sleeping, He would have said ‘the spirit of His servant’ and would not have said,
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‘his servant’. And His saying, ‘His sight did not turn aside nor did it go wrong’ [Quran 53:17] demonstrates
this. And were it in sleep, there would not have been
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an aya [verse of the Quran] in respect of it nor a miracle; and °‘Umm Hani®> would not have said to him, “Do not
discuss with the people for they will belie you”, nor would have Abu Bakr been caused to prefer
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believing it as truth, nor would have been possible for the Quraysh to slander and belie, and the Quraysh did
belie him in respect of what he brought news even until there apostatised groups
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which used to believe, for had it been a vision they would not have sought to deny it, and the polytheists said to
him, “If you are truthful, then tell us of our caravan,
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where did you encounter it?” “In such-and-such a place I passed upon it and so-and-so was affrighted and it
was said to him, “What have you seen, O so-and-so? He said,
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‘I saw nothing save that a camel bolted’”. They said, “So inform us, when will the caravan reach us?” He said,
“It will reach you on a day
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such-and-such”. They said, “Which hour?” He said, “I do not know, the rising of the sun from here, or the
approach of the caravan from
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here”. So a man said, “Such day? This sun has risen,” and said a man, “Here is your caravan which has
approached”.
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And they enquired information of the prophet, may God bless him and grant him peace, concerning the
description of bayt al-magqdis and he described it to them, while he had not seen it before then.
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The sahth [sound collection of hadith] narrated of Abt Hurayra who said, “Said the Messenger of God, may
God bless him and grant him peace,
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‘I saw myself in the hijr [sanctuary of Makkah] and the Quraysh were asking me of the night journey, and asked
me of things from bayt al-maqdis, which I had not been able to confirm,
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and I became anxiously vexed such as I had not ever been vexed” — he said — “So God raised it up to me, I
looked upon it and they did not ask me of anything but that I informed them
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of it”. And the saying of ®Aisha and Mu°awiyya has been refuted, “It was but the soul of the Messenger, may
God bless him
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and grant him peace, caused to undertake the isra”’ by reason of her being young and had not borne witness
[made credal declaration of faith] nor had she narrated hadith [oral transmission or narration] of the Messenger,
may God bless him and grant him peace. And as for Mu‘awiyya
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he was an unbeliever in that time, not a bearer of witness to anyone, and had not narrated hadith of the Prophet,
may God bless him and grant him peace. And whomsoever

23 .;LLJ:J\;’J.SSO»J%U'&\.:&L";b\.Z.U(;M\QW)&PJ%U;SD&;SAQJJ\AUT

wishes more upon what we have recounted, so let him stay upon The Book of Healing [or ‘satisfaction’] of the
Qadi Ayyad from where he will find satisfaction. And he has



argued the position to °Aisha by the saying of the Exalted One:
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‘And We have not made the ru’ya [vision] which We have shown to you except as a trial for the people’ [Quran
17:60]
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and He named it ru’ya, and this refers back to the saying of the Exalted One, ‘Praise to Him who made His
servant to travel by night’, and it was not said in sleep
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He caused to travel by night...
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...And the sixth [question]: The saying of the Exalted One ‘To al-masjid al-’agsa’ named al-’agsa by reason of
the distance between it and between masjid
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al-haram [the mosque of the sanctuary, sanctuary at Makkah], and it was the most distant mosque from the

people of Makkah in the world, which made great difficulty visiting it. Then He said, “Whose surroundings We
have blessed’.
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It is said, “By fruits [or ‘benefits’] and the neighbouring of rivers”. And it is said, “By those who are buried
around it of prophets and the righteous”; and by this He made it holy.
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And narrated Mu‘adh bin Jabal of the Prophet, may God bless him and grant him peace, that he said, “Says God
the Exalted, ‘O Sham [the Levant, Syria-Palestine], you are My choicest [or ‘pure’]
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from among my lands, and I am driving to you the choicest [or ‘pure’] from among My servants”; its origin is
Sam [Shem] and it became Arabised. ‘To show him of Our signs’; this is from
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the category of colouring of the address. And the “ayat [signs] which God caused him to see of the wonders
which he recounted to the people, and his isra” from Makkah to
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al-masjid al-’agsa in one night, while it is the journey of a month, and his ascension to heaven and his

description of the prophets one by one,

just as he confirmed in the Sahith of Muslim and others. ..



